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they rebuilt, by 1928, right on that
same spot.

Dr. Turner there is a friend and is a
pastor there. He made this statement:

I'm humbled every day to walk through a
place that has seen so much terror but has
also been a vessel of hope for so many people.
After the massacre, people who lost their
homes and their belongings still went to
church on Sunday morning.

Believing in a God of reconciliation,
whom I still believe in today, let’s con-
tinue to get better, but let’s not forget
where we came from so it never ever
happens again.

As we think about the summer of
1919, when the Nation was on fire from
so many riots around the country, let’s
continue to finish what has begun in
our hearts until that is complete.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

ABORTION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise to
express my deep concern over the con-
stant attacks on women’s health we
are seeing all across America. From
this administration’s policies, to Don-
ald Trump’s judicial nominees, to Gov-
ernors and legislators in States like
Alabama, Georgia, and Missouri under
Republican leadership—they are deny-
ing women their constitutional right
to make their own personal and
healthcare decisions.

Women and their healthcare should
not be under constant threat. We as a
nation have made great efforts to pro-
mote equal rights for women and men.
In this Congress, we will celebrate the
100th anniversary of women’s suffrage.
It took a long time for women to get
the right to vote, and we continue to
make progress on equality. Yet, in the
21st century, the Trump administra-
tion continues to push and adopt poli-
cies that are setting this country and
women in a wrong direction.

The Supreme Court made it clear in
Griswold v. Connecticut and Roe v.
Wade that there is a constitutional
right to privacy that includes making
healthcare decisions such as the use of
contraception and the right to access
abortion.

Through advancements in women’s
health and access to contraception and
education, the number of unintended
pregnancies has significantly been re-
duced, with a corresponding reduction
in abortion. Yet we see Republican
leaders trying to reverse the advance-
ments our Nation has made in women’s
health, access to contraception, and
education.

For nearly 50 years, the Supreme
Court has upheld the legal precedent of
Roe v. Wade, including its affirmation
in Planned Parenthood v. Casey in 1992.
In that case, the Supreme Court held
that ‘“‘our law affords constitutional
protection to personal decisions relat-
ing to marriage contraception,
family relationships, child rearing, and
education. . . . These matters, involv-
ing the most intimate and personal
choices a person may make in a life-
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time, choices central to personal dig-
nity and autonomy, are central to the
liberty protected by the Fourteenth
Amendment.”

The Court prohibited States from
passing statutes that placed undue bur-
dens on a woman’s right to make her
own healthcare decisions. Yet Repub-
lican leaders continue to introduce and
pass laws that interfere with a wom-
en’s autonomy over her health and
well-being.

Last week, for instance, the Repub-
lican Governor of Alabama signed a
bill into law banning almost all abor-
tions in that State, with no exceptions
for the cases of rape or incest. The law
not only prosecutes women, but it also
includes unprecedented criminal pen-
alties against doctors, threatening
them with life in prison for treating
women. The Alabama law exposes doc-
tors to felony charges punishable by up
to 99 years in prison for providing or
attempting to provide an abortion,
making this the most extreme ban of
its kind to pass in nearly 30 years.

Since the beginning of 2019, bills at-
tempting to restrict abortion have
been filed in 45 States, including Ala-
bama, Missouri, and Georgia.

Earlier this year, Georgia’s Repub-
lican Governor signed a 6-week ban
into law that would make it illegal for
women to terminate a pregnancy and a
doctor to perform the termination
after a fetal heartbeat is detected. I
must tell you, many women don’t even
realize they are pregnant at 6 weeks.

The Alabama and Georgia bills im-
pose burdensome and medically unnec-
essary limitations on women and their
doctors, particularly those in low-in-
come, medically underserved areas.
The bills harm women who are victims
of sexual assault and minors who are
victims of incest. These provisions ap-
pear to be designed to perpetrate a cul-
ture of not believing women and trying
to discredit the victims of assault.

It is hard to understand how many
Republicans are talking about getting
Big Government out of people’s lives
but not when it comes to one of the
hardest and most intimate decisions a
woman can make—a decision that she
wishes to make between herself and her
doctor. In those circumstances, these
same colleagues believe that Big Gov-
ernment, and not the woman herself,
knows better. They believe that gov-
ernment, and not the woman, should
dictate whether she can or cannot have
control of her own body. They believe
that government should have the
power to force a woman to forgo a
medically necessary procedure. They
believe that women should be stripped
of that power and stripped of the
choice to decide what is best for her-
self. Many believe that even in cases of
incest and rape, where the woman is a
victim of a crime, that the woman
should be compelled to bear the child
against her will and bring the preg-
nancy to term. Talk about being intru-
sive.

Basically, the rights of women are
being trampled to death. I thought we
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had gotten beyond that, and now we
see that we are moving in the wrong di-
rection.

Empowering women is one of the
most important things we can do for
the future of our country. Core to
women’s constitutional liberties is au-
tonomy over their own health and well-
being. If we truly want to support
women, we need to safeguard and im-
prove, not limit, access to comprehen-
sive healthcare.

I hope we can all agree that on this
100th anniversary of women’s suffrage,
we should be looking at ways to re-
move discrimination based upon sex
and not moving in the wrong direction
by taking away from women their
right to make their own healthcare de-
cisions.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, we
are now 5 months into the new 116th
Congress. During that 5-month period,
the new Democratic majority in the
House of Representatives has passed a
series of bills on issues important to
the overwhelming majority of the
American public. They include legisla-
tion to reduce the death toll from gun
violence by requiring universal crimi-
nal background checks and legislation
to end the millions and millions of dol-
lars of secret money flowing into elec-
tions and polluting our politics. The
House legislation includes a bill to en-
sure that women receive equal pay for
equal work, and the House has also
passed legislation to strengthen the
protections under the Violence Against
Women Act. Those are just some of the
initiatives the House has passed in the
last 5 months.

Here in the Senate, what has the
Senate done on those important issues?
What has the Senate done with the leg-
islation that the House has passed and
is now sitting in this body? We have
done nothing—rzip. We haven’t taken up
any of those bills. In fact, the Senate
Republican leader has refused to allow
this body to consider those important
measures.

What are we doing instead? Instead,
the Senate is consuming all of its time
not on the matters most important to
the public but on debating and con-
firming judicial and executive branch
nominees. Here is the thing: If you
look at these judicial nominees—let’s
just take the ones we are looking at
this week—you will find a very dan-
gerous pattern.

This week, in looking at the five
nominees, the pattern is selecting
judges who will strip away women’s re-
productive choices and who will strip
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